
 

Waupaca County Highway field crews have been very busy with 
construction and maintenance projects. I’ll try to give you a snapshot 
of each project! 
 
County Trunk Highway T (CTH D to Collier Road in the Town of 
Lebanon was completely reconstructed last summer. This year the 
remaining gravel was hauled in and the road was shaped for paving. 
The first mat is now down and shouldering is being done. Complete 
reconstruction has begun on the second section of the project (Collier 
Road to Crain Road) which will remain in gravel over the winter like 
the first section. 
 
Crews are also working on both CTH F (from Lincoln Street to the 
Weyauwega City limits) in the City of Weyauwega and CTH B (from 
Euclid Avenue to County Yard Road) in the City of Manawa. Crews are 
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Because the CTH T projects (CTH D to CTH N) will impact over 5 
acres of wetlands, the Highway Department decided to mitigate 
those impacts ourselves rather than buying “credits” from a wetland 
bank.  We purchased a 36 acre parcel that both the WI DNR and US 
Army Corps of Engineers endorsed as an excellent parcel not only 
for creating new wetlands but for enhancing the existing ones 
onsite. 
 
Work will start on the Wet Meadow at the corner of Island Road and 
CTH T in the next couple of weeks.  We will remove and stockpile 
about a foot of topsoil, then remove another 12” of clay that will be 
placed in the northeast corner of the property.  
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The New London Shop has recently completed an above ground 
fuel system upgrade. The old diesel system had a capacity of 
2,000 gallons. The new state of the art above ground system 
has a 12,000 gallon diesel tank and a 5,000 gallon unleaded 
tank. 
 
The new fuel system saves the county money because it allows 
us to purchase full transport loads at a time, rather than 
partial loads that cost more money. Having an above ground 
system also saves money and is safer because we can monitor 
it both electronically and visually. Some advanced features of 
an above ground system include special sealant that changes 
color if there is a leak! And because of these safer, better 
monitored systems, state regulations are easier to comply with 
for above ground systems, which in turn, save the county 
resources. 
 
This new system will allow us to not only save money, but 
better serve our customers which include other county 
departments and municipalities.  With the installation of a new 
power gate, the system will allow better flow for our staff as 
well as 24 hour access to our other customers. 
   

currently working on the CTH F storm sewer installation after the 
City utility contractor completed their phase of the project. CTH B 
will be completely reconstructed with curb and gutter, sidewalks, a 
walking trail and removal of the CN Railroad tracks. 
 
In addition to these construction projects, crews are also mowing 
road right of way, chip sealing to help maintain the existing roads, 
paver patching, inspecting and maintaining bridges and bridge 
decks, sign installation and repairs, and numerous other ditching 
and maintenance project. Numerous town projects including 
shouldering, paving and reclaiming need to be completed before 
cold weather sets in. 
 
Soon the snow will fly, and we will have to remove our hardhats and 
jump into our snowplows! 
 

Dean E. Steingraber, P.E.  

Waupaca County Highway Commissioner 

 

 

 

Message  from page 1 

New London Fuel System 
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“This new system will allow 

us to not only save money, 

but better serve our 

customers which include 

other County Departments 

and municipalities.” 
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The new timekeeping software (RTVision) that was mentioned in the 
last edition has been going well.  Employees are getting used to 
entering their data and office staff is getting comfortable reviewing 
the information.  There are still some things to work out behind the 
scenes before we eliminate the paper method completely.  At this 
time, we continue to do both the paper and computerized 
timekeeping.  Thanks to all the employees for their continued 
enthusiasm as we proceed forward. 
 

The budget process is coming along.  As is always the issue, there is 
less money to work with and more projects to allocate it to.  We 
continue to look for additional revenue sources to continue the same, 
or better, service we have been providing to the public.  The three 
year bonding program with a total amount of $12,000,000 allotted for 
highway operations has been accepted by the County Board.  This will 
allow the department to allocate $4,000,000 annually to the 
construction/paving projects planned for each of the next three years.  
Thank you to all who have supported this program! 
 
 

 

 
 
The topsoil will then be returned to the site and planted with a wet 
meadow seed mix required by the WI DNR.   
 
Much of the site had been farmed up until this year, but if you look 
closely you can find a variety of wetland plants among the old corn 
stalks.  Once construction on the site has been completed, we will 
monitor it for 3 – 5 years, until the “native” vegetation is firmly 
established.  By then, all traces of farming will be gone, and the site 
will host over 30 species of wetland plants as well as provide habitat 
for wildlife and waterfowl. 
 
This is the first time the highway department has been able to 
develop a mitigation site on our own and we’re very optimistic about 
the outcome.  We are creating an attractive site, developing 
important wetlands to filter surface runoff, and saving Waupaca 
County $200,000. 
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Wet Meadow from page 1 

Kris Carlin, Office Manager/Accountant 
 

 

A staff member reports 

time using the new 

computer based RTVision 

timekeeping program. 

 

“…and saving Waupaca 

County $200,000. 

 

 



 

Page 4 Built to Last 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Highway Highlight:  

Al Kriesel & Kurt Schwan  
By Jill Lodewegen, Administrative Assistant 
 
 To keep municipalities eligible for Federal and State bridge 
replacement funds, each local unit of government is required 
to inspect and inventory its bridges on a two-year cycle per 
State Law Trans-212.  Waupaca County Highway Department is 
fortunate to have a bridge crew that is trained to inspect these 
bridges.  

Up until this past summer, trained staff included Highway 
Commissioner Dean Steingraber, Foreman Steve Lawrence and 
Equipment Operator II Dennis Stiebs.  This past summer 
Equipment Operator II Al Kriesel, who was hired in March of 
2001, and Equipment Operator I Kurt Schwan, who was hired in 
May of 2012 volunteered to undergo the training to become 
inspectors. 

Training took considerable time and consisted of a 14 hour web 
based “Introduction to Safety Inspection of In-Service Bridges” 
presented by the National Highway Institute, a two week on-
site “Safety Inspection of In-Service Bridges” which was held in 
May in Wausau, again presented by the National Highway 
Institute and a two day on-site “2014 WisDOT Bridge Inspection 
Update Training” in Wausau put on by the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation. This does not account for the 
countless hours of studying that was done outside of work. 

“Having Al and Kurt trained to help perform bridge inspections 
has made the 65 bridge inspections that we performed on 
Town, Village and City bridges this year much more efficient.” 
stated Steve Lawrence, Foreman. “In addition to municipality 
inspections, all load posted county bridges were due for 
inspection this year, which added another 11 bridges to inspect 
and we also assisted Waushara County with their inspections.” 

“The Federal Government has expanded the bridge inspection 
requiring more details. Because of this, each bridge takes 
twice the time to inspect.” stated Highway Commissioner Dean 
Steingraber.  

At the July 24 Waupaca County Highway Committee meeting, 
Al and Kurt were presented a Certificate of Appreciation for 
completing this training and in recognition for their 
commitment to the Highway Department’s Vision Statement. 
Mr. Steingraber noted that “Employees like Al and Kurt are 
excellent examples of the purpose we commit to daily in our 
Vision Statement of building and maintaining a quality 
transportation system for the safety and prosperity of current 
and future generations.” 

 

 

Town of Little Wolf Bridge 

Town of Fremont Bridge 

Dean Steingraber, Highway 
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